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TAGS: PGOV, PHUM, VE 
SUBJECT: CHAVEZ LAYS DOWN SOME MARKERS 


REF: (A) CARACAS 1182, (B) CARACAS 1198 


CLASSIFIED BY THOMAS A. SHANNON, POLITICAL COUNSELOR. REASON 1.5 
(B) 


1. (U) PRESIDENT CHAVEZ TOLD A NATIONAL TELEVISION AUDIENCE APRIL 
i3 THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION OF DISSOLVING ANY OF THE COUNTRY'S 
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ESTABLISHED INSTITUTIONS, AND EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF 
"MAINTAINING EQUILIBRIUM AMONG THE POWERS" AT THIS DIFFICULT TIME. 
RESPONDING TO CRITICISM BY THE SUPREME COURT AND OTHERS FOR ALLEGED 
PUBLIC REMARKS ATTACKING THE LEGITIMACY OF THE COURT AND THE 
CONGRESS, CHAVEZ SAID THE PRESS HAD MISREPRESENTED HIS REMARKS. 
DECRYING THE INACCURACY OF THE PRESS AND THE RUSH TO JUDGEMENT BY 
THE COURT, CHAVEZ SAID HE HAD NEVER QUESTIONED THE "ULTIMATE 
AUTHORITY" OF EITHER INSTITUTION. HOWEVER, HE SAID THAT ALL THREE 
BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT WERE "TRANSITIONAL POWERS" AS VENEZUELA 
PREPARED TO BEGIN A CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY PROCESS. HE REMINDED 
HIS LISTENERS THAT THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY WOULD EXERCISE THE 
"FULL POWER OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLE"--IN SPITE OF A COURT 
RULING TO THE CONTRARY--AND WOULD BE ABLE TO DISSOLVE AND RECREATE 
ANY OF THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT. HE EXPRESSED HIS HOPE 
THAT THE ASSEMBLY WOULD INDEED DO THIS, CREATING "NEWLY LEGITIMIZED 
INSTITUTIONS." REITERATING HIS DETERMINATION TO BRING ABOUT 
DEMOCRATIC CHANGE PEACEFULLY, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH ESTABLISHED 
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LAWS, HE PLEDGED NOT TO DENY OR RESCIND POLITICAL RIGHTS IN THE 
PROCESS. FINALLY, HE OBSERVED THAT CONFRONTATIONS WITH OTHER 
BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT WOULD RECUR, BUT THAT HE WAS ALWAYS OPEN TO 
DIALOGUE. END SUMMARY. 


2. (U) PRESIDENT HUGO CHAVEZ ADDRESSED HIS CRITICS AND CLARIFIED 
HIS POSITIONS ON CONGRESS AND THE SUPREME COURT IN A NATIONALLY 
TELEVISED PRESS CONFERENCE FROM MIRAFLORES PALACE ON THE EVENING OF 
APRIL 13. 


3. (U) CHAVEZ BEGAN BY CRITICIZING THE PRESS FOR "INACCURACIES" 
DURING ITS COVERAGE OF THE CURRENT CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND CONGRESS REGARDING THE ECONOMIC ENABLING LAW. 
AS AN EXAMPLE, HE SINGLED OUT THE APRIL 12 EDITION OF THE CARACAS 
DAILY "EL NACIONAL" CARRYING THE HEADLINE, "CHAVEZ: THE CONGRESS 
AND THE SUPREME COURT HAVE NO LEGITIMATE OR MORAL AUTHORITY." 
DISPLAYING THE NEWSPAPER, CHAVEZ DENIED THE HEADLINE, CLAIMING THAT 
STATEMENTS HE MADE DURING A PRESS CONFERENCE ON SUNDAY IN PUERTO 
ORDAZ WERE MISREPRESENTED BY "EL NACIONAL" WHICH, HE SAID, HAD 
FAILED TO SEEK CONFIRMATION OF THE STATEMENTS. CHAVEZ, WHO 
HAPPENED TO HAVE A VIDEO TAPE OF THE PUERTO ORDAZ NEWS CONFERENCE 
ON HAND, PLAYED THE SEGMENT THAT INCLUDED THE REPORTERS QUESTION 
AND CHAVEZ' RESPONSE. THIS SEGMENT SUPPORTED HIS ASSERTION THAT 
THE PRESS HAD GIVEN AN EXTRA SPIN TO HIS REMARKS. CHAVEZ, DURING 
THE PUERTO ORDAZ PRESS CONFERENCE, HAD QUESTIONED THE LEGITIMACY OF 
USING PARTY LISTS TO SELECT MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, AND THE KEY ROLE 
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OF PARTY HIERARCHIES IN CHOOSING MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COURT. 
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THIS IS ONE OF CHAVEZ'S FAVORITE THEMES. HE HAD NOT, HOWEVER, 
DIRECTLY QUESTIONED THE LEGITIMACY OF THE INSTITUTIONS. 


4. (U) CHAVEZ THEN TURNED THE PUBLIC'S ATTENTION TO THE SUPREME 
COURT'S APRIL 12 STATEMENT CRITICIZING COMMENTS "ATTRIBUTED" TO 
CHAVEZ AND "DISSEMINATED BY THE NATIONAL PRESS" (REF B). 
SPECIFICALLY, THE SUPREME COURT TAKES ISSUE WITH CHAVEZ' ALLEGED 
CHARACTERIZATION OF THE SUPREME COURT AS LACKING "LEGITIMACY AND 
MORAL AUTHORITY." HERE, HOWEVER, THE SUPREME COURT STATEMENT-- 
PERHAPS MISTAKENLY--MAKES A CONCEPTUAL TRANSITION, SHIFTING ITS 
REFERENCE FROM STATEMENTS "ATTRIBUTED" TO CHAVEZ, TO ATTACKING 
STATEMENTS "MADE" BY CHAVEZ. IN SO DOING THE STATEMENT ACCUSES 
CHAVEZ OF "MAKING DECLARATIONS AGAINST THE INSTITUTIONAL DIGNITY" 
OF THE COURT, AND "VIOLATING THE RESPECT AND COLLABORATION THAT 
MUST EXIST BETWEEN BRANCHES OF PUBLIC POWER." ADDITIONALLY, THE 
COURT'S STATEMENT CATEGORICALLY REJECTS THE "EXPRESSIONS" AGAINST 
IT WHICH DO NOT CONSTITUTE "SERIOUS CRITICISM," BUT RATHER 
"DISRESPECTFUL OFFENSES," WHICH THE COURT SAID WAS "INTOLERABLE FOR 
THE INSTITUTION." FINALLY, THE COURT ALSO DEMANDED THAT CHAVEZ 
"CEASE HIS DISRESPECTFUL AND HOSTILE ATTITUDE AGAINST THE COURT." 


5. (U) CHAVEZ EXPRESSED "PAIN" THAT NO ONE AT THE SUPREME COURT 
HAD SOUGHT TO CONFIRM HIS ALLEGED STATEMENTS BECAUSE THE "ERROR 
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AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
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SUBJECT: CHAVEZ LAYS DOWN SOME MARKERS 


EXACERBATED THE STATE OF ANOMIE UNDER WHICH THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE 
ARE CURRENTLY LIVING." HE ASSERTED THAT HE HAD NEVER ACTED 
DISRESPECTFULLY TOWARDS THE COURT, AND WISHED THAT THE COURT HAD 
TREATED HIM WITH THE SAME RESPECT HE HAD DISPLAYED TOWARD IT. 
PLEDGING TO ABIDE BY SUPREME COURT'S DECISIONS, HE DECLARED THE 
SUPREME COURT TO BE THE ULTIMATE JUDICIAL AUTHORITY, AND THE 
CONGRESS TO BE THE ULTIMATE LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY IN VENEZUELA'S 
FOURTH REPUBLIC. HE SAID THAT HE HAD NO DESIRE TO DISSOLVE ANY OF 
THE COUNTRY'S ESTABLISHED INSTITUTIONS, STATING THAT "THIS 
DIFFICULT MOMENT OF TRANSITION REQUIRES THAT THE POWERS MAINTAIN 
EQUILIBRIUM." ELABORATING ON THE PROCESS OF CHANGE UNDERWAY, 
CHAVEZ ALSO SAID VENEZUELA WAS MAKING THE TRANSITION FROM THE 
FOURTH TO THE FIFTH REPUBLIC, AND THAT THIS TRANSITION WAS CHAOTIC 
BECAUSE MANY OF THE PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS WERE "NOT REPRESENTATIVE" 
OF THE PEOPLE. HE SAID THE UPCOMING CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY WAS 
NEEDED TO RE-LEGITIMIZE THE COUNTRY'S INSTITUTIONS. "SOME PEOPLE 
HAVE SAID THAT I AM AN AUTHORITARIAN; BUT WHAT AUTHORITARIAN ISSUES 
A PUBLIC REFERENDUM FOR PUBLIC CONSIDERATION?" HE ASKED 
RHETORICALLY. 


6. (U) ADDRESSING THE SUPREME COURT'S RECENT DECISION THAT THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY WOULD BE "DERIVATIVE" AND NOT 
"ORIGINATING," (IN OTHER WORDS, THAT IT WOULD NOT HAVE UNRESTRICTED 
AUTHORITY TO ANYTHING IT WANTS TO), CHAVEZ SAID THE DECISION SERVED 
THE INTERESTS OF THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO LIMIT AND RESTRICT POLITICAL 
CHANGE. HE ADDED THAT HE INTENDED NO LACK OF RESPECT TO THE 
SUPREME COURT, BUT HE HOPED THE COURT WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
STATE'S TRANSFORMATION. HE THEN ENGAGED IN AN EXTENDED DISCUSSION 
OF THE FAILURES OF THE CURRENT JUDICIAL SYSTEM. QUOTING SECTIONS 
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OF THE VENEZUELAN CONSTITUTION CALLING FOR JUDGES TO BE 
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"INDEPENDENT AND AUTONOMOUS," THE PRESIDENT SAID HE WAS IN FULL 
AGREEMENT WITH THIS CRITERIA. "WE MUST ASK OURSELVES," HE SAID, 
"HOW DO WE CREATE A SYSTEM IN WHICH OUR JUDGES WILL BE AUTONOMOUS 
AND INDEPENDENT?" CHAVEZ OBSERVED THAT VENEZUELA WAS LOOKING 
FORWARD TO A TRANSFORMATION OF ITS INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING THE 
JUDICIAL BRANCH AND THE SUPREME COURT, AND ASSAILED THE CURRENT 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM AS CORRUPT AND DYSFUNCTIONAL. "UNDER THE PRESENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES," HE CHARGED, "THERE IS NO JUSTICE IN THIS COUNTRY; 
THE CURRENT STRUCTURE IS A CONSTITUTIONAL FRAUD." IN CONTRAST, HE 
DESCRIBED THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY AS "TRULY REPRESENTATIVE" OF 
THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE, WHICH HE SAID WAS "THE ONLY TRUE SOVEREIGN 
IN VENEZUELA." 


7.  (U) THE PRESIDENT POINTED OUT THAT CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE 
ESTABLISHED POWERS--~PARTICULARLY WITH CONGRESS--WAS INEVITABLE , 
ESPECIALLY DURING THIS TIME OF INTENSE CHANGE, BUT THAT HE WAS 
ALWAYS PREPARED TO DISCUSS DIFFERENCES. REMINDING THE COUNTRY THAT 
HE WAS ELECTED BY MILLIONS OF VENEZUELANS, NOT JUST A PARTY ELITE, 
CHAVEZ SAID HE WAS TRYING TO "PEACEFULLY AND DEMOCRATICALLY OPEN 
THE ROAD TO CHANGE, AND AVOID WHAT HAPPENED IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND 
COLOMBIA." "OTHER PEOPLES," HE SAID, "FOR LESS THAN WHAT HAPPENED 
HERE, HAVE ENGAGED IN A FRATRICIDAL WAR, BUT WE WANT THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS TO BE CARRIED OUT IN PEACE AND WITHOUT 
VIOLENCE." REITERATING HIS COMMITMENT TO WORK WITHIN LEGAL AND 
DEMOCRATIC PARAMETERS, CHAVEZ OBSERVED THAT AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
OF THE ARMED FORCES, HE COULD EASILY SEND 20 TANKS AND FOUR 
BATTALION TO SEIZE CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT. "IT WOULD BE VERY 
EASY," HE SAID, "BUT THE WAR AGAINST OUR POLITICAL ADVERSARIES IS 
GOING TO BE WON WITH THEIR OWN LAWS, WITH DIGNITY, AND IN PEACE AND 


DEMOCRACY." 
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8. (U) RALLYING THE PUBLIC TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
ASSEMBLY REFERENDUM ON APRIL 25 (WHICH MANY OF HIS OPPONENTS 
BELIEVE WILL SHOW A POOR TURN-OUT), HE CALLED HIS SUPPORTERS TO THE 
RAMPARTS. "THE BATTLE HAS BEGUN," HE DECLARED. "YOU CANNOT BE 
WITH BOTH THE DEVIL AND GOD, YOU MUST BE WITH ONE OR THE OTHER. 

THE LEGITIMACY IS WITH THE PEOPLE. ON APRIL 25 WE WILL ALL VOTE 
FOR NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS, NOT PARTY LISTS OR ELITES." CHAVEZ 
DESCRIBED THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY AS THE "MAXIMUM POWER AND 
EXPRESSION OF THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE," AND "NECESSARY TO RELIEVE 
THE COUNTRY OF THE CHAOS WHICH PRESENTLY EXISTS." THE ASSEMBLY, HE 
SAID, WOULD BE INSTALLED ON JULY 5, INDEPENDENCE DAY. CONSCIOUS 
THAT THE PROSPECT OF DOING AWAY WITH CONGRESS WOULD INSPIRE PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION IN THE REFERENDUM, HE SAID IT WAS NOT UP TO HIM TO 
DISSOLVE CONGRESS BUT UP TO THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE; AND THEY COULD 
DO SO BY VOTING FOR THE REFERENDUM AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES TO THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY SO THAT ANOTHER CONGRESS COULD BE ELECTED 
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BY OTHER, TRULY LEGITIMATE MEANS. TURNING AGAIN TO THE SUPREME 
COURT, HE SAID THAT, AFTER ALL WAS SAID AND DONE, HE BELIEVED THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY WOULD ALSO BE OBLIGED TO DISSOLVE AND THEN 
RECREATE THE SUPREME COURT AS WELL. 
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9. (U) DURING THE QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION FOLLOWING THE 
ADDRESS, A REPORTER ASKED CHAVEZ ABOUT HIS RECENT LETTER TO THE 
SUPREME COURT, WHICH INCLUDED SOME ESOTERIC AND IMPENETRABLE 
LANGUAGE (REF A). AFTER READING THE ENTIRE FIVE PAGE DOCUMENT-- 
WHICH LIBERALLY MAKES REFERENCE TO VARIOUS HISTORIC THINKERS SUCH 
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AS DESCARTES, MONTESQUIEU, DARWIN AND MACKINDER--CHAVEZ EXPLAINED 
THAT THE LETTER WAS INTENDED TO REMIND THE COURT THAT THE CURRENT 
PROCESS OF CHANGE WOULD STRENGTHEN AND RECONSTITUTE THE COUNTRY'S 
INSTITUTIONS. RESPONDING TO OTHER QUESTIONS, CHAVEZ SAID THAT 
VENEZUELA WAS AND WOULD CONTINUE TO BE OPEN TO INVESTMENT CAPITAL, 
WHICH THE COUNTRY NEEDED TO MOVE FORWARD WITH ITS ECONOMIC PROGRAM; 
THAT THE COUNTRY WAS WORKING TOWARD TRUE DEMOCRACY; AND THAT HE 
WOULD NOT DENY OR RESCIND POLITICAL RIGHTS. AS AN EXAMPLE OF HIS 
COMMITMENT TO POLITICAL RIGHTS, HE POINTED TO TWO INSTANCES IN 
WHICH HIS REJECTION OF THE USE OF FORCE AND PERSONAL INTERVENTION 
BROUGHT A PEACEFUL END TO VIOLENT DEMONSTRATIONS. FINALLY, IN 
RESPONSE TO A REPORTER'S QUESTION, THE PRESIDENT PUBLICLY 
GUARANTEED THAT THERE WOULD BE NO COUP DE 'ETAT IN VENEZUELA. 


10. (C) CHAVEZ'S SPEECH WAS TYPICAL FARE: BOMBASTIC, 
ARGUMENTATIVE, BLUNT, AND EVOCATIVE. HIS ASSERTION THAT HE HAD NOT 
QUESTIONED THE LEGITIMACY OF THE COURT, WHILE TECHNICALLY CORRECT, 
WAS AN EXERCISE IN HAIR-SPLITTING WHICH FOOLED NO ONE. 
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11. (C) THAT SAID, CHAVEZ'S SPEECH WAS NOTEWORTHY BECAUSE HE LAID 
DOWN SOME CLEAR MARKERS: FIRST, HE SAID THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION 
OF DISSOLVING PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS; SECOND, THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHANGE PROCESS WOULD BE PEACEFUL AND DEMOCRATIC, RESPECTING RULE OF 
LAW AND POLITICAL RIGHTS; THIRD AND CONTRARY TO THE SUPREME COURT'S 
DECISION, HE BELIEVED THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY SHOULD HAVE FULL 
AUTHORITY TO DISSOLVE AND RECREATE THE THREE BRANCHES OF 
GOVERNMENT; FINALLY, HE RESPECTED THE SUPREME COURT'S AUTHORITY AS 
THE ULTIMATE JUDICIAL AUTHORITY, AND CONGRESS AS THE ULTIMATE 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY UNLESS AND UNTIL THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY 
PROCESS CREATED "NEWLY LEGITIMATE" JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE 
INSTITUTIONS. 


12. (C) THROUGH THIS SPEECH, CHAVEZ PUT THE PUBLIC ON NOTICE THAT 
ITS PARTICIPATION IS ESSENTIAL TO DETERMINE THE OUTCOME OF THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY PROCESS. HE HAS ALERTED BOTH HIS 
SUPPORTERS AND HIS ADVERSARIES THAT THEY MUST MOBILIZE AROUND THE 
REFERENDUM AND THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. THE RULES 
GOVERNING THE ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
ASSEMBLY--DIRECT ELECTION BY CANDIDATES BY NAME ONLY, WITHOUT PARTY 
IDENTIFICATION--BY NO MEANS GUARANTEE POLO PATRIOTICO DOMINATION OF 
THE PROCESS. ON THE CONTRARY, OUR INTERLOCUTORS IN THE POLO 
PATRIOTICO ARE CONCERNED THAT THEY WILL BE HARD-PRESSED TO WIN A 
MAJORITY. THIS REALIZATION IS BEHIND MUCH OF THE HARSH RHETORIC ON 
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BOTH SIDES OF THE DEBATE, AS THE DIFFERENT POLITICAL PARTIES LOOK 
FOR TRACTION AND A MEANS BY WHICH TO MOBILIZE THEIR SUPPORTERS. 


MAISTO 
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